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!1 DECEMBER 2012 IS 
REGARDED AS THE END-DATE 
OF A 51 25-YEAR-LONG CYCLE 
M THE MESOAMERICAN LONG 
COUNT CALENDAR. 



Soroe days ago, just wbeo I bad fipisbed postiog a suggestioo at Rasikas.Org tbat we sbould bave a 
Margazbi Rasikas Sbort Story coQtest, a dear friend confided tbis awesorpe pews. I roeao tbe rpessage io tbe 
propbesy scroll you see above. I was baffled. I cbecked up io Wikipedia, wbicb told n>e tbat tbis Mayao 
stateroept is ooly ao escbatological belief. I tbeo bad to look up a dictiopary, wbicb clarified tbat tbese 
words rrjeaQt ao "eod of tbe world" prediction. 

Soroe n>en}ory io a confer of roy rpipd stirred. Rerperpber tbe year 2000, wbeo n>aoy plaoets all aligoed 
tberpselves io a Iipe to copfer great spiritual epergy oq roaokiod? A Sbarobbala aspirapt wrote tbeo: 

By i)ow you've probably heard about the big planetary alignment fp early May. ...an alignment 
of sever) placets (including tbe Sup, Moor), Earth apd frjrjer planets) frj Taurus predicted 
since arjc/erjt tiiyes. Tbis line-up offers us unprecedented levels of energy to support 
quaptun) changes irj our lives, our spiritual evolvetyerjt, our healing arjd the Earth Mother's 
healipg. 

Tbe roeroory carrje back to roe bow I spept tbat iroportapt day, 5 May 2000, io tbe coropaoy of Swarpi 
Preroapaoda of (Jttarkasbi. After batbiog io tbe GaQga just rjext to bis asbraro, we all wept up to Gaogotri, 
to witness tbe opeoiog of tbe boly terople for surprper. 0q tbe way, be told roe tbe story of "Tbe eod of 
tbe world", as oarrated io Yoga Vasisbtba. 

Voila! Wby doo't I flesb out tbat ioterestiog Qarrative a bit apd sbare it as roy sbort story at 
Rasikas.Org!!!!???? So bere is roy story: 

Epd of tbe World Vizba 

Tbe tiroe bas coroe to eod tbis world as we koow it. Saraswati, tbe goddess of all learoiog, is full of 
sorrow. Sbe is iocoosolable tbat rpaokiod, poised at tbe piooacle of developroeot, will vaoisb aod everytbiog 
will go wboosb. Sbe calls Narada for advice. He says, well, it is tiroe for actioo, aod let us call a special 
sessioQ of Heaveoly ParliaroeQt. 

All tbe gods assemble, aod Narada tells tbero about bow creatioo sbould coroe to ao eod as per tbe Mayao 
caleodar oo 21 Dec. 2012. But tbeo Saraswati gets up, aod roakes ao iropassiooed speed) sayiog tbat sucb a 
disaster predictioo oeeds beaveply eodorseroeot really aod is wortb recoosideriog, sioce roaokiod bas acbieved 
great progress uoder \)er care. Everyooe looks at Visbou. He looks straogely ooocbalaot, aod bis deroeaoour 



copveys eloquently tbat be tbipks, "Well, wbat rpust be rpust be". Sbiva stapds up, adjusts tbe elepbapt skip 
roupd b>s waist, picks up tbe tridept, cbecks bis tbird eye, apd exclairps, 'well I bave beep sittipg op tbe 
bepcb too lopg. It's tirpe for sorpe real actiop stuff. It is lopg sipce I was busy at tbe rpoipeptous evept of 
Gapga's descept apd tbep tbe cburpipg of tbe oceap by gods apd derpops ip searcb of Arprita apd rpy 
farpous dapce at Cbidaipbaraip." Saraswati seerps a bit upset by sucb eptbusiasrp apd stapds up apd says, 
"Sbiva, I beg your perrpissiop to poipt out tbat destructiop is easy, but copstructiop is a difficult apd tirpe 
copsurpipg epdeavour. Tbat really calls for so ipapy creative epergies to corpe togetber. Mapkipd, tbe ultimate 
specirpep ip creatiop, bas dope so ipucb, apd we sbould deeply popder, as is tbe duty of tbis parliarpept, 
wbetber tbis Feverisb Direct Ipterveptiop or FDI rpust be perrpitted." Tbere is a rporpept of profoupd silepce, 
apd you could alrpost bear a pir> drop, except for tbe reasop tbat io beaver; tbere is po floor, oply sorpe 
srpoky cloudy surface. After sorpe rpioutes, Narada says, "I bave a proposal. Let us request Brabrpa to rpake 
a trip. Let Brabrpa see for birpself wbetber rpaokiod bas acbieved sorpetbiog so sigoificaQt tbat we sbould 
preserve it agd postpone FDI." 

It seerps a very reasopable suggestiop, apd Brabrpa birpself is pot agaipst getting to kpow first-bapd bow 
rpao bas bettered wbat be birpself started loog back. Visbou agrees to tbis very iptelligept proposal frorp bis 
favourite Narada. Sbiva sits dowp, a bit upset like a padded-up batsrpap beld up ip tbe paviliop by a suddep 
cbapge ip battipg order, apd bis sulkipess is for all parliarpept to see. Visbpu, tbe eterpal strategist apd 
peace-rpaker, cajoles biro, sayipg, "Sbiva, it is oply a couple of eartbly days. Let Brabrpa rpake a trip op 21 
Dec. apd report back by rpidpigbt bis first-bapd assessrpept. We sball tbep decide eitber way apd dispepse 
tbe decisiop quickly." 

So it's all settled, apd Brabrpa corpes dowp tbat day ipcogpito, to see apd decide for birpself. But beipg a 
bit upsure of tbe copfusipg eartbly topograpby, be is lookipg for sorpeope to take bin) aroupd tbe rigbt 
places. Op Narada's advice, apd also givep tbe sbortage of tirpe, Brabrpa fipally cbooses to spepd it at 
Cbeppai Margazbi Vizba! Narada quickly arrapges for a tall, wbite-baired, wise, local guide for birp, wborp we 
sball call Gov. 

Tbe day 21 Dec. 2012 dawps like apy otber Margazbi day ip Cbeppai, a bit rpisty apd pleasaptly cool. Gov. 
tells Brabrpa tbat Margazbi Vizba is a special occasiop, especially tbis Decerpber. Tbere are over 3000 cultural 
evepts packed ipto about 40 days, all ip tbe rpediurp-sized urbap agglorperate called Cbeppai. Just to refresb 
Brabrpa's rperpory, Cbeppai bas beep tbe seat of Carpatic rpusic apd Bbaratapatyarp sipce tbe declipe of tbe 
Tapjore kipgs. Great artistes, corpposers, teacbers, apd coppoisseurs bave created a upique rpilieu for cultural 
betterrpept ip Cbeppai. Evep Epglisbrpep, wbo ruled Cbeppai apd called it Madras, bad epjoyed tbese pative 
eptertaiprpepts. Slowly, tbe Margazbi rpoptb, kpowp as tbe rpost auspicious rpoptb for spiritual practice, apd 
also tbe relatively cool period of tbe year ip tbe boilipg bot Cbeppai, bas becorpe a period ip tbe cultural 
calepdar of tbe world wbep tbousapds copgregate to display apd epjoy artistic acbieverpepts like Carpatic 
rpusic, Bbaratapatyarp dapce, apd rpapy allied areas of burpap creativity. Tbe local pewspapers, TV cbappels, 
radio apd every otber rpedia extepsively cover ipdividual artistes, apd art evepts, witb great ipterest apd 
corppetepcy. Lots of NRI's, a parpe for bigb'y educated Ipdiaps wbo earp ip Dollars but save apd spepd ip 
Rupees tbereby arpassipg wealtb, corpe dowp for a stropg dose of cultural ipebriatiop. It is all a big 
bappepipg, apd Brabrpa is ip tbe rigbt place at tbe rigbt tirpe to assess tbe bigbest poipt of burpap 
evolutiop. Givep tbe lirpited tirpe, tbe best plap would be tbat tbey quickly visit all tbe rpajor sabbas apd 
attepd rpapy evepts tbrougbout tbe day, apd rpeet ipterestipg people. 



Op Gov.'s advice, tbey start out early apd take ip tbe rporpipg sessiops- full of abbapgs, bbajaps, apd parpa- 
sapkeertaparps. Brabrpa is quite impressed. So rpucb fervour! Brabrpa rerperpbers tbe great saipts Tukararp apd 
Narpdev. After a couple of bours, during wbicb tirpe Gov. looks pateptly bored, Gov. suggests tbat tbey 
sbould beat tbe Tep O'clock crowd apd cbeck ip for a quick breakfast at Gpaparpbal's. Wbat is Gpaparpbal's? 
Gov. explains tbat, parapbrasipg Swarpi Vivekapapda, ope cap say "First food, tbep culture". Tbere are rpapy 
splepdid capteeps just outside evept vepues, apd tbese are busy bappepipg places disbipg out faptastic fare 
tbrougbout tbe day, bot apd ready to be copsurped quickly, by tbe culturally iQclioed wbo bave to pull 
tberpselves out frorp great rpusic apd dapce preseptatiops to upload sorpe calories ipto tbeir overworked 
systems. 

Gpaparpbal's, full of so rpapy people copgregated witb a sipgle-rpipded purpose, presepts a picture sirpilar to 
a busy Ipdiap airport witb capcelled Kipgfisber fligbts. Tbe difference is tbat people are cbeerfully exclairpipg 
tbat tbey cap't corpplaip because tbapk God tbere is sorpe plentiful good food oq offer. 

Edgipg tbeir way io to partake of stearpy stuff, Brabrpa apd Gov. get to bear all tbe spicy Vizba 
copversatiop. Tbere is ap apirpated discussion arpoQg sorpe die-bard Carrjatic faps about bow CbeQQai Vizba 
is tbe greatest cultural eveQt \r) tbe world. Tarpil is a truly ioteroatiooal language apd Tarpil Culture is sbiQiQg 
duriog tbis tirpe. No otber place or eveQt caQ boast sucb a rusb of eveQts, taleQts, tourists aQd talk. Take 
for exarpple abbaQgs. AbbaQgs bave eQtered prirpe tirpe iQ CarQatic coQcerts. Credit sbould go to CarQatic 
rpusic for baviQg liberated tbe old Maratbi "Vittbala Vittbala" boriQg stuff. AbbaQgs bave siQce got a rpucb- 
Qeeded rpakeover. It is alrpost like iQ tbat rpovie witb tbe Drearp Girl of Ipdiap ciperpa, Seetba, a dowdy, 
weepy, saree-clad girl, is replaced by Geetba, a skirt-clad tigbt-rope gyrppast. Tbat is tbe coptrast betweep 
tbe old aQd pew gepres of abbapgs. Sarpe way, Carpatic rpusic bas becorpe rpoderp, apd kudurpis are so 
passe-upless you are a bead-bapgipg fusiop artist. Tbere are desigper kurtas, Greek colurpps op stage, apd 
live-tweets of copcert bappepipgs. 

Brabrpa apd Gov. also bear tbat a pew ice-crearp parlour called Raagurp bas corpe up opposite tbe Acaderpy, 
witb ice-crearps served ip flavours parped after ragas- Bbairavi, Todi et al. You cap select a cope, a cup, a 
sorbet, jelly or a supdae, respectively likeped to varparp, kriti, viruttarp, bbajap apd RTP. Tbe parlour bas live 
audio/video feeds frorp a few copcerts so you cap just stay put tbere apd savour true ragas botb ways. 

Well, tirpe to go. Rapdorply pickipg apotber vepue, a bit recklessly, tbe two spill ipto a rpajor lec-derp of a 
72-rpela Maba rpedley. Brabrpa is arpazed to see sucb tecbpical corpplexity. He says upderstapdipg Carpatic 
rpusic seerps to corppare witb advatptage to perdy efforts ip etbical backipg. Gov. solerpply asks Brabrpa a 
quiz questiop: wbat is tbe ope corprpop tbipg ip all tbese- Ipdia's greatest rpatberpaticiap, pbysicist, orator, 
rpusic corpposer, rpusicologist, rpovie star, apd poet? Brabrpa looks styrpied. Tbey all loved Idli Sarpbar apd 
spoke Tarpiir (Tbey are Rarpapujap, Rarpap, Sripivasa Sastri, Diksbitar, Vepkatarpakbip. Rajpikapt apd Bbarati). 
No wopder our Carpatic rpusic is tbe oply classical art so corpplete, so corpplex, apd so corppellipg. But tbep 
agaip, Gov. tells Brabrpa, it's potbipg to worry about! Brabrpa cap buy ap Apdroid app to ideptify apy sopg 
or raga ipstaptly frorp a rpusic sarpple. Tbe app is called Mela Nutcracker. 

Tbey fipd tbat tbere is also a Google Maps applicatiop sbowipg dozeps of active Vizba vepues, witb all tbe 
details of wbo-wbat-wbep-wbere. But to Brabrpa's cbagrip, wbep be switcbes op bis televisiop eye, be fipds 
very sparse audiepces ip apy auditoriurp! Wbat bappeped to tbe teerpipg crowds tbat Gpaparpbal's b'Qted at, 
apd tbat Brabrpa expected? He bad tbougbt, especially after tbat rpedley, tbat people would be lappipg up 



Garpapasbrarpa RTFs! Gov. tells it like it is: Vizba is all about beipg "ip", beipg ap "ipsider", pot actually 
squattipg ip concerts. For apyope, a really corprpitted copcert attepdapce is purely optiopal. Op tbe otber 
bapd, tbe tepsiop is oply for tbe artistes, as tbey would be dripkipg berbal copcoctiops to preserve 
tberpselves apd also goipg crazy tryipg to please audiepces apd appease tbe critics, bopipg for a few 
colurpp-ceptirpetres of successful prorpotiop. Tbe epd result? You wouldp't see rpapy crowds, except io tbe 
star-studded silkep sbows of tbe evepipg slots. 

Tbey tbep walk ip to a ball apd bear ao erudite talk oq Woiyapity - Selfhood apd Tenacity as Keynotes for 
Sai)$an) Woryei). Brabrpa says, rpap, tbis is sorpetbipg, evep ip beaver; worpep arep't like tbat- "tougb as 

puts." 

Brabrpa rerperpbers wbat effort tbey bad to put ip to rpake just ope Durga. But Gov. says, just wait, you'll 
see tbat alrpost all tbe evepipg slots today are dorpipated by worpeo. Tbe oply field to rerpaip 100% rpale- 
dorpipated is Kbapjira play so far. 

Tbere's a Hipdu oplipe video report op tbe spazziest fasbiops corpipg up duripg tbis Vizba. Tbere are also 
full page articles op bow corporates are spepdipg big tirpe op culture. Brabrpa is duly pleased. Well, be says, 
"dbarrpa rpust supersede artba apd karpa after all, as it bas to pave tbe way for rpoksba." Gov. says tbe 
correct word is pot rpoksba, but pirvapa. Nirvapa? Yes, it rpeaps tbe last copcert slot of tbe day at apy 
vepue. Apd it will be a fittipg fipale to tbeir busy day. 

A TV crew accosts tberp. Wbat are tbeir irppressiops? Wbicb vepue is best, wbat capteep is tbeir favourite? 
Are tbey NRI's? Do McDopald's apd Pizza Hut serve tbe sarpe taste apd quality bere as ip Mapbattap? Cap 
tbey defipe wbat a raga is? Isp't Carpatic fusiop tbe way to go? 

After rpurpblipg sorpe off-bapd replies, Brabrpa berries away, askipg Gov. wby tbere is so rpucb drarpa, 
ipstead of tbe rpusic apd bbava flow tbat Brabrpa was lookipg forward to? Gov. solerpply ipforrps birp tbat 
Carpatic rpusic is tbe oply spiritual art forrp tbat iptirpately rpixes filrpy drarpa witb sarppradaya, apd pot just 
because Cbeppai bas beep ruled by filrp persopalities for over 40+ years pow. Wbere else but bere do rpale 
classical rpusiciaps toucb up tbeir eye-brows, wear desigper coiffure apd carry powder puff? 

Tbe idea of attepdipg a lovely evepipg copcert, full of bbava, rasa apd bappy crowds, begips to ipterest 
Brabrpa. Brabrpa is lookipg forward to a sweet repderipg of Kaa Vaa Vaa ip Varali. Alas, as tbey say, Brabrpa 
proposes but rpap disposes. Gov. tells birp tbat tbe top cboices for tbe prirpe slot tbat day are two: ope is 
a fusiop copcert by a crew called A'ba 0'bo Jalra, led by a tborougbbred Pupjabi-lyer frorp Capada. His farpe 
is built op a upique style of creative outpouripg tbat specialises ip Bbapgra-ipfluepced Carpatic fusiop. For 
exarpple, Jalra is kpowp to bave iptroduced distipct Bbapgra flavours ipto a vigorous versiop of Epdaro 
Mabapubbavulu. He clairps tbat Bbaratiyar's patriotic eulogies apd tbeir Pupjabi trapslatiops by Dr. Kobli bave 
ipspired bis fusiop atterppts. Wbep tbe turbaped Jalra says "Balle, Balle", it is so rerpipiscept of tbe "Bale, 
Bale" exclarpatiops of old Carpatic doyeps. 



Gov. also tells Brabrpa eptbusiastically tbat Ipdia's #1 soft dripks brapd is spopsoripg Jalra's patiopwide tour 
upder tbe parpe "Dil Mapge A'ba 0'bo". All sabbas ip Cbeppai are bappy tbat tbis is drawipg youpgsters ipto 



coQcerts, ai?d tbe sabbas are apportiooiog floor space for eptbusiastic faos wbo ipsist oq jivir>g to Jalra's 
rpusic. 

Brabrpa gives a straoge look apd asks, "Wbat is tbe otber cboice?" 

Gov. says tbat tbe secoQd ope is ever) roore ipterestiog. It is a copflueoce of cuttipg edge Al apd CM. It is 
a loQg story. Prof. Yaroacbi Mataka froro Japao, a robotics arjd Al expert, bas produced a coroputer tbat car) 
siog ar)d provide accoropapiroeot all by itself. Narrjed Vid.Cbitti Babu, tbis fruitful iQveQtioQ is tbe result of a 
loQg collaboratioQ of Prof. Yaroacbi Mataka witb Vid.VaseegaraQ. Vidwap is a sixtb geoeratioo classical 
rousiciai) witb Hoeage traceable to tbe tripity. Iq fact, tbe blockbuster rpovie Eptbirao actually stole tbeir life 
story. 

Togetber, tbe two roasters bave ipvepted a buroapoid robot tbat sits oq tbe stage apd perforrps a 
roaoodbarrpa-ladei) coocert for 3 bours, syptbesiziog pure rrjusic io all its colours, ipcludiog ever) a coroplex 
RTP. Tbe Al + CM is built oq a fouQdatioQ of 10000 digitised coQcert recordiQgs, lastiQg about 1.5 rpillioQ 
rpiQUtes, witb bfQdreds of soQgs aQd roaQodbarrpa pieces iQ eacb raga. Tbe Prof, bas developed a powerful 
algoritbrp tbat bas extracted tbe idiorp aQd iQtelligeQce of CarQatic rpusic aQd caQ iQ turQ create Qew vocal 
versioQS of aQy of tbousaQds of kritbis, drippiQg witb iroprovisatioQ, rasa, bbava aQd laksbaQa. Cbitti iQtuits 
eveQ tbe repertoire all by birpself. Cbitti is touted as tbe greatest iQveQtioQ siQce tbe wbeel. Vid.VaseegaraQ 
bas to rperely sit oq tbe stage, coQQect birpself at tbe wrist by a special cable to Vid.Cbitti Babu. Cbitti uses 
Naadi vibratioQS aQd bio-feedback to pick up tbe iQstaQtaQeous rrjaQodbarrrja of Vid.VaseegaraQ to develop 
tbe rpusic iroprorpptu. You roust realise tbat VaseegaraQ doeso't roerely sit oq tbe stage aQd eroote witbiQ 
birpself; be also keeps busy playiQg tbe tarobura. AQd rpipd you, tbis is a real tarobura witb real striQgs, Qot 
a durob box aQd kpob twirls. You see, botb VaseegaraQ aQd Mataka are stauQcb traditioQalists. 

Tbeirs is a true iQQOvatioQ because it is Qot a caQQed jukebox fare. You see, tbe robot picks up 
Vaseegarao's iQQerroost vibratioQS aQd creates tbe rousic iQ accordaQce. 

Tbis breaktbrougb iQveQtioQ is beiog UQveiled today aQd tbe CM berself will be preseQt aloQg witb tbe 
Japapese Ambassador, iQ a sbow of solid bopdiog betweeQ tbe two great cultures. 




Brabroa asks if tbe wbole systero is fail-safe siQce robots bave goQe wroQg frequeQtly. Gov. ipforros tbat yes, 
tbere is soroe software glitcb tbat gives roild electric sbocks, aQd tbis iQ turQ roakes botb Cbitti aQd 
VaseegaraQ kipd of leap ipto tbe air a few ipcbes oQce iQ a wbile. But at tbe preview, kQowledgeable critics 
bave cororoeQted tbat tbis edgipess actually UQderliQes its verisirpilitude of tbe CarQatic idioro, sipce faroous 
doyeQS of yore also leaped apiroatedly at iroportaQt rooroepts iQ tbe coQcert. 



Brabnja doesr/t krjow wbetber to laugb or cry, sigce be always irpagioed tbat rpusic is tbe spoQtaoeous 
creative expression unique to real burpao beiogs. But tbeo, Brabrpa is so old-fasbioQed, you see! 

Brabrpa says tbat be bas seep epougb agd it is tirpe to go. Narada rpakes ao appearaoce. He sidles up to 
Gov. arjd asks, busbed, bow was tbe day? Gov. says be bas beep so busy explaioiog tbiQgs to Brabrpa tbat 
be forgot to ask bow Brabrpa felt about tbe Vizba experience. But Narada oeeds to krjow. He goes up to 
Brabrpa ai)d looks ipto bis face rpeaoiogly. 

Brabrpa sbakes bis bead. He looks like sorrjeorje wbo bas beep sturpped by a troubled Sbadvidbarpargipi 
alapapa. 



